UN AMOUR DE TÉLÉS
(A Love of TV's)

Script

1. FUNKEN’S APARTMENT. INT. NIGHT

SPEAKER (off)

…and once more, our contestants are going home empty-handed. They’re not going to get rich tonight! The prize money stays where it is and tomorrow some new contestants will try and hit the jackpot. But they’ll have to come up with some better answers than Patrick to succeed! No hard feelings! Good night to everyone and see you tom… 

OLD LADY (off)
Come on, Kiki… time for beddie-byes.

FUNKEN (off)

I’d been on the same diet for more than twenty years: soap operas, magazine programmes for old people, endless games shows, and… off to bed! But, for the last week, there had been that TV in the building opposite. She really was a very pretty set.

2. FUNKEN’S APARTMENT. INT.  DAY

OLD LADY (off)
Come along, Kiki, time for walkies! Come on!

FUNKEN (off)

I spent my time waiting for her curtains to open. She got up late, of course. 

At that precise moment, it seemed obvious that I should go and join her.

3. BUILDING. INT. DAY

FRANKIE (off)
See you tonight, Sony-Girl!

FRANKIE (off)

Hey! What’s that?? Hmmm…It’s nothing special. 

SONYA
Don’t you think I know what you’re up to, Peeping Tom! 

Oh no, don’t give me the old blank screen routine. Look at me!

Look at me!

FUNKEN
You?

SONYA

You’re not the only one who has legs, you know. Come in or go away but you mustn’t stay there.

4. SONYA’S LOFT. INT.  DAY
SONYA

Now, Mister-over-the-way, you’re going to tell me why you spend your evenings peering at me.

FUNKEN

Me? I don’t peer…aaah!

SONYA 
My owner travels a lot. He’s a foreign correspondent.

FUNKEN

Mine has a little dog. A… short-haired dachshund.

SONYA

Well, we once had a little tiger…

FUNKEN (off)

And then she started to tell me her life story. It poured out like water from a tap. I found it about as interesting as the afternoon soap opera.

SONYA

I love wildlife documentaries. 

FUNKEN (off)

But she knew how to hold her audience.

SONYA

Do you have the Safari Channel?

FUNKEN

Uh… I don’t think so.

SONYA

Oh no, you don’t have cable.

FUNKEN 
The old lady’s never complained. She always watches the same channel, so…

SONYA

Oh, you poor thing… I can see why you need entertainment in the evening.

SONYA

So, tell me what you find so fascinating about me?

FUNKEN

Maybe it's because you stay on till so late at night…

SONYA

Frankie and I are both night-birds.

FUNKEN 
Frankie?

SONYA

My boss. He loves me. He calls me his Sony-Girl. But I prefer my real name, Sonya.
FUNKEN 

Funken.

SONYA

Don’t just stand there, Funky. Come closer. What can I get you? A cassette? A DVD?

FUNKEN (off)

She was cute, despite everything.... And I… I was late!

  5. STAIRCASE. INT.  DAY

              FUNKEN

  Oh, my God!
 
  OLD LADY(off)
Kiki! 

              FUNKEN

Oh, my God!
OLD LADY (off
Come back here!

FUNKEN

As long as…
OLD LADY (off)

Just you watch it…! 

6. FUNKEN’S APARTMENT. INT.  DAY

BLAZING HEARTS (off)

     
 Man’s voice
I’d like to see you again, this is wonderful

 
BLAZING HEARTS (off) 
 Woman’s voice
 Yes, it’s wonderful…

BLAZING HEARTS (off)

     
 Man’s voice
It can’t be possible… I…
FUNKEN

Answer! Answer!

SONYA

Yes?

FUNKEN

Sonya, I just wanted to say… I had a wonderful time.

SONYA

Yes?

FUNKEN

I’d like… I’d so like to see you again.

SONYA

You can see me now, can’t you? What’s that schmaltzy music I can hear?

FUNKEN 
Schmaltzy? Oh… It’s "Blazing Hearts".

SONYA

Frankie’s going to a party this evening. Meet me in the hall after the last news bulletin.

FUNKEN 
In the hall?

OLD LADY (off)

Who are you? What are you doing in my house?

FUNKEN
Uh … It’s “Blazing Hearts”!

OLD LADY (off)
That’s not “Blazing Hearts”!

FUNKEN
Oh? How about this! Is this “Blazing Hearts”?!! Oh!... Right… Ooh, no!...

7. HALL - BUILDING. INT. NIGHT

FUNKEN (off)
Psst, Sonya!
SONYA
You took your time!

FUNKEN
Shh, not so loud… I had to take care of the dog.

SONYA
Is this your first time out, Funky?

FUNKEN
I’m afraid so.

SONYA
You’ll see!...

8. STREET. EXT. NIGHT

FUNKEN

Do you go out often?

SONYA

When Frankie goes to Japan for a month, you don’t think I mope around switched off at home do you? Do you like it?

FUNKEN (enthusiastic)
It’s… terrifying!
SONYA

Aren’t there any cop shows on your channel?

FUNKEN
Yes. "Miss Marple" and "Inspector Poirot". Why?

FUNKEN (off)

For an old TV set like me with my delicate health, going out was complete madness. But that was exactly what made me do it. Sonya knew the neighbourhood and I followed her with my eyes shut.

9. BUILDING ROOF. EXT. NIGHT

FUNKEN 
Sonya… Is it much higher?

SONYA (off)

Oh!  We’re here!

SONYA

Ta-da! You’ve never danced with the stars, Funky? This will make a change from “Miss Marple”!

FUNKEN 

I told you, she always watches the same channel!

SONYA

Funky? Funky?

10. OLD TV DUMP. INT. NIGHT

SONYA

So, Humpty Dumpy?

HUMPTY DARTY

Burned out condenser. ‘Dunno if I’ve got a spare.

SONYA

I can’t take him back like this! Surely you can do something?

HUMPTY DARTY 

What will be will be, will be, be, will be…  Will this fit, fit, will it fit…

SONYA

Quick, quick! Frankie must be back. If he sees I’ve gone out…

HUMPTY DARTY

It’s almost done... kz..szh...

POLICEMAN (off)
Calling all units. We’ve two TV sets stolen at 13, Rue Marconi. The perpetrators, presumed dangerous, knocked out an elderly woman and trussed up a dachshund.

HUMPTY DARTY

  Oh! Oh! Our friends the police are up early... kxs... gzz 
SONYA

We’re being hounded like common criminals. Oh, I’m so mad at myself, Funky!

FUNKEN

It’s not your fault… Sonya. It’s me… I blew a fuse…

SONYA

I can’t go back. Frankie won’t want me any more.

FUNKEN

And the old lady never opens the door to anyone.

SONYA

We’re not going to end our days here on the scrap heap with all the unwanted TVs!

POLICEMAN (off)
Calling all cars…  Calling all cars…

HUMPTY DUMPY

Hmm... grt...  I don’t think wall-hugging is going to be enough. I know it’s not very enticing, my young lovebirds, but...

11. THE SEWERS. INT. DAY

SONYA

I’m really scared, Funky.

FUNKEN

Come on, you’ve seen worse. All those images you devour…

SONYA

It’s not the same. That’s TV. Make it go away… please.
FUNKEN

I thought you liked… wildlife documentaries.

FUNKEN

Sch…get out of here! 

SONYA

Look, it’s Cohn-Bendit, the caretaker’s cat!

FUNKEN

What’s wrong with him? He looks weird.

SONYA

I think he wants us to follow him.

12. STREET. EXT.  DAY

FUNKEN 

He’s really keen on you, I’d say.

SONYA
Oh Frankie! My Frankie! What should I do, Funky?

FUNKEN
Funky… Frankie, it’s confusing. Let me think… Got it!

13. STAIRCASE. INT.  DAY

SONYA

It’ll never work.

FUNKEN

Shhh. I’ve been broadcasting "Together Again" for years, I know what’s going to happen. Frankie will be so happy to see you again that he won’t notice a thing.

SONYA

But what about you?

FUNKEN

I, I… I’ll manage. Turn yourself off, now or you’ll mess everything up.

FRANKIE (off)
Yes?

FUNKEN
I’ve brought you…

FRANKIE (off)
Yeah, my Sony Girl! You found her! It’s wonderful! Wait a minute… The reward...

Here. And thank you!

FUNKEN

Frankie? We have to talk, man to man.

FRANKIE (off)
Oh?!

14. TV SHOP. EXT. DAY

FUNKEN

Frankie was very surprised at first when I asked his TV’s hand in marriage. But then he was great about it. He’s travelled a lot, has Frankie. He knows love beats everything. He let us keep the reward, which meant we could buy this little shop… Oh Sonya, he’s so sweet!

SONYA (little laugh)
She’s a girl. This is the boy!

FUNKEN

Twins! Oh, darling.
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